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2. This R.ePORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including (his cover sheet 



I 1 This report t$ also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets o f the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and fue the basis for this rcpon and/or sOteets containing rectifications made before diis Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 find Section 607 of the Administraiive Initiations under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total or 



sheets. 



3. Hiis report contains indicaticxns relating to the following Items; 

I. Basis of the opinion 

II. n Priority 

I I NoA-eslablishmcnt of opinion witli regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
I I Lackof unity of invention 



IV. 
V. 



13 Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty* inventive step or industrial applicabilliy; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI. n Certain documents cited 

VII. Q Certain dcfocts in the Imemational application 

VIII. Q Certain observaiions on the inlemational ^pllcatloA. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Basis of the report 



International application No.* 
PCT/SG 2003/000178 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
1^ the International application as originally filed 

n tfie description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of . 



n the claims: 



♦ as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of . 

n the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages » filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of ^ 



n the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages » filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language^ all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

O the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

n the language of publication of the international application (imder Rule 48.3(b)). 

Q the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preluninary examination (under Rule 55^ and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

O contained in the international application in printed form. 

Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

O fUmished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

Q fiimished subsequently to tills Authority in computer readable form. 

Q The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fltmished. 

n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation ofi 

n the description, pages ^ 

I I the claims. Nos. 

n the drawings, sheeta/fig 



, n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as Indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 ore referred to 
in this report as ,,orlglnaily filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 and 
70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report, 
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International application No. 
PCT/SG 2003/000178 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilily; 
citations and explanations supportiflg such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 


Cllalms 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



The following documents have been cited in the Search Report: 

D1: JP 56 005292 A 
D2: JP 02106487 A 
D3: JP 04 185592 A 
D4: US 3799100 A 

The D1 describes a joining method for a floating box body on the sea. A concave fitting 
device of one floating box body is fitted In a convex fitting part of another floating box 
body. They are connected by strained wire passed through holes in the conical parts. 

The D2 discloses a floating construction attaching a number of pontoon type box body 
units by joint means and shearing keys. 

In the D3 a floating body connecting structure is described, consisting of an elastic 
member between a pair of mounting steel brackets to absorb oscillation of the floating 
body. 

The D4 shows a coupling apparatus for two vessels formed by two or more resilient 
posts. 

As the details of the connections in the documents cited are different from the details In 
the application subject, none of the documents anticipates neither novelty nor Inventive 
step of the application subject 

Industrial applicability is given. 
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